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Agenda
• Standards Revision

• Nebraska State Accountability –NeSA Tests

• New Protocols and Procedures

• Accountability

• The National Discussion –Common Core 
Standards and  Assessment



Standards Revision
Reading ςState Board Approved –December 11, 2008  

Mathematics–State Board Approved –October 8, 2009

Science–Public input –April –May, 2010

Social Studies –Scheduled to begin 2010-2011

ÇDistricts must adopt within one year

http://www.nde.state.ne.us/ndestandards/AcademicStandards.htm

Ç In-state Feedback and External validation 

ÇRegular education tests and alternate assessment (for students 

most cognitively challenged) built on the newly revised 

standards. 



Projected 2011 Testing Windows
Nebraska State Accountability-NeSA

January 24- NeSA-W (Writing)
February 11, 2011 No local scoring

State Spanish scoring

February 14-March 25 English Language Development 
Assessment –ELDA

March 28-May 6 NeSA Reading, Mathematics
NeSA Reading and Mathematics 

- Alternate
NeSA Science (Field test)  
NeSA AA- Science (Field Test)



2010 NeSA-Reading Test

V 83% of students (gr. 3-8, 11) tested online

V Cut Scores Set –June 2010

V Embargoed Data until public release –
August 2010

V Sample Reports –Electronic   
www.nde.state.ne.us/assessment/

Click on A-Z list and “NeSA Sample Reports”

V Individual student reports –paper/pencil –
sent to districts



2010 First NeSA Reading 
Operational Test

• Security Procedures –Agreements

• Reactivations –SAA Update

• Scripted Directions –Standardized testing 

administration

• Visitations

• Follow up by NDE



What do we know about NeSA-M?

• Four concepts will be measured:

V number sense

V geometric/measurement

V algebraic

V data analysis/probability

• Two sessions, approximately 60 multiple choice items  

• No Calculators, Common Reference sheet provided.



NeSA Mathematics Schedule

• Analysis of items –June –July

• Fall –Operational forms built

• Embedded field test items in 2011

• October 1 –Mathematics Practice Test with 

Nebraska-authored items



What do we know about the 
NeSA-Science? (Field testing)

• Tested indicators in physical science, earth 

science and life science

• 50-60 multiple choice questions –two 

sessions

• Grades 5, 8, 11

• January 2011 –Tutorials on web



What do we know about
NeSA-AA (alternate –1%)

• Multiple Choice –25 items plus 5 embedded field test items.

• Academic Standards have been extended to be appropriate 
for students who qualify for alternate.

• Appropriate academic tasks in reading, mathematics, 
science.

• Flexible timing within the testing window.

• Teacher enters answers into website.



NeSA Approved Testing 
Accommodations

• Testing Administration Practices (all students)

• Accommodations for students with disabilities or 504 
plans

• Accommodations for students learning the English 
language

http://www.nde.state.ne.us/Assessment



Approved Accommodations, 
continued

• Accommodations and modifications are not the same 
thing

• State tests cannot be modified to change the test 
construct or content

• No out-of-level testing on the state test

• All students are to be tested at grade level enrolled



Accountability

1. State Accountability

•Ratings on Assessment Quality

•Ratings on Student Performance

•New tests –changing everything

•State Board in discussions

VMultiple Indicators

VImprovement over time

2. Federal Accountability –AYP –Adequate Yearly Progress

3.  What’s Ahead??? 



Lessons Learned from 2010

• NSSRS –December 1-February 1 (Writing, 

ELDA, NeSA)

Vwrong data?

Vwrong results!

• Every student –a score or a reason why



NSSRS 
Data Corrections

• Student files that have errors must be 
corrected in final student snapshot before 
June 30, 2010. Procedure outlined in handout.



Procedural Appeals
www.nde.state.ne.us/assessment

Must provide documentation:

• Wrong student codes

• ½ test session –student moved

• Unforeseen or emergency circumstances

Not reviewed:

• Student or parent refusal

• Test content



Common Core Standards and 
Assessment

Ç National discussion –RTTT Plus $350 million    
for assessment

Ç K-12 –Standards Adoption

Ç Nebraska is at the table

Ç Implications? Consortium

Ç Assessment to follow –formative, 
benchmark, summative, computer adaptive

Application due ςJune 2010



Questions?


