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Section 104   Direct Certification

ȰBeginning July 2008 and each subsequent 
school year, each local educational agency 
(LEA) shall certify a child who is a member 
of a household receiving assistance under 
the food stamp program (new name SNAP) 
as eligible for free lunches; and, free 
breakfasts under the Child Nutrition Act of 
1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.), without 
ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ



Á2006-2007 School Year
25,000+ students (preceding year)

Á2007-2008 School Year
10,000+ students (preceding year)

Á2008-2009 School Year
All remaining school districts



Direct Certification is the process under 
which LEAs certify children who are 
members of households receiving assistance 
under the Food Stamp Program (SNAP)or  
Temporary Assistance  to Needy Families 
Program (TANF)as eligible for free school 
meals, without further application based on 
information provided the State/local agency 
administering those programs.



Children from households with incomes

ÁЇ ΧΩΦϻFederal Poverty Level  = FREEmeals

ÁUp to 185%Federal Poverty level = REDUCED 
PRICEmeals


